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.\iiwrica'b Ccii i i i i iunitq Ikii ikcrs (.'AC'l3'.) respectfully rcqticsts the Federal Communications 
( 'omi i i i~ \ io i i  ( Y C ' C ' . ' )  to reconsiclei certain eleinen!.; o l ' ihe final rule2 iwied to iniplcmcnt the 
Iclcphonc ('otisuiiicr I'rcilection Act 0 1 '  1091 (" 'IC'I'A") AC'B strongly opposcs the restrictions 

u i t i ~ i i i e d  111 the lin;il ritlc l h a ~  \ \ ~ i i l d  no1 permil membership associations, such as ACR, to send 
: t d v c r l i ~ i i e i i k  v i a  f;iu except ~ i t h  express written consent 

Sccl io i i  64 1200. in part. \ \ i l l  require a \\r ittcn conscnt i n  order to send faxes that contain unsolicited 
.idvcrttscinciiL~.. cvcn to meinher\ o l a ~ ~ o ~ i ~ i l i o ~ i ~  The Liirrenl regulation, effecli\,e until August 25, 
NO;, permits the sencling of' l i x c s  i l ' i l i c re  i s  a n  "established business relationship '' By eliminating 
that prvvi \ ion in the final rule. consent w i l l  he required to he provided pr ior  to the faxing o f  all 
t locui i ie i i ts  coiitainii ig a n y  material advertising the coiiimercial availabil ity or qual i ty o f  any property, 
g~Od5. o r  services. The TC'C wil l  perinit electronic or digital signatures as evidence ofconscnt, hut 
; i ~ w c i a ~ i o i i \  m a y  i iot send ;I fax to seck consent 

rhis change \vi11 place oiieroiis ;rdtn~nistrative a t i d  cco i iom~c burdens on aswclations by  requiring 
-t.\pressctl w i ~ l t e i i  con\ent" l ro i i i  members prior to scndlng a fax about goods o r  services. Often these 
w m c  inei i ibcls habc pii ied associations i i i r  thc purpose of receiving goods and s c ~ v ~ c c s  at member 
prices 
i ic I I \J I 1 y 

I I ic IICN I'CC intcrprc~;it ion of thc  'TC'PA prohihits any person or entity f r om sending any fax that 
c o n i i i i i i \  :in u i i x l i c i t cd  at lvcrt iscmei i t  which i s  detincd as "any material advcrttsing the cominercial 

Ipcrsoii'h p r i o r  t-spre\s i t i \ ' i tation or permission '. Ab a result, the "established business relationship" IS 

IIO Ivi igcr si i l l ic icnt IO pcrmtt l'ixes to he t rmsmil ted to our members. Associations and businesses are 

I 

\'e urge you to investigate this arduous rehtriction or legitimatc commercial and membership 

:i\nilab~lit) or q u : ~ ~ i i y  i t i i n y  property. gotid. or services which is transmitted to any person without that 
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; I O \ \  raced with the challcnging adiniiiistratiLc. legal. ccoiioniic and record keeping raniificatioiis h a t  
\\ i l l  arise bccausc o f  these chaiiges. 

I Iic changes. which arc scheduled to go into effect on Auguhl 25. 2003, w i l l  create a significant 
i'conornic and labor-inlciisive burden for the association community The TCPA would even require 
irr i t ten consent for faxes pertaining 10 events such as annual meetings and conventions. and 
ll i i idraiscrs he ld  i n  coiiIunctioii wi th thcsc meetings As you know, associalions rely oil faxes as a 
lmiiie source ofcommimicat ion and marketing lo inect the needs of thcir members. 

I Iiank yoti  fur considering (his vcr) important niatter 1 wotild be happy to meet w i th  I C C  staff to 
provtdc further information We stand ready to  work with the FCC on th i s  matter. If you have any 
quc\tions, pleaw contact thc untlcrsigncd a[ (202) 857- 5088 or rdavis~~acbankers.org.  
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